[bookmark: _GoBack]Context and Problem Based Learning: an Integrated Approach
Dylan P. Williams, University of Leicester 
Department of Chemistry, University of Leicester, University Road, Leicester, United Kingdom, LE1 7RH.
dpw10@leicester.ac.uk
Context and Problem based learning (C/PBL) has been identified as an effective way of enhancing the learning experience of physical science undergraduates. The C/PBL approach works by setting students open-ended problems with engaging scenarios which help illustrate the variety of ways in which the students’ understanding of the subject may be applied as well as the importance of problem solving skills to professional scientists. This innovative approach to teaching science can also greatly enhance the transferable skills of undergraduate students.

The Department of Chemistry at the University of Leicester has been using context and problem based learning (C/PBL) in chemistry teaching since 2007. The integration of C/PBL into teaching at Leicester has improved the retention rate of first year students. The varied modes of assessment for C/PBL activities have also led to an improvement in the transferable skills of Leicester chemistry students.

This seminar will discuss the practicalities of developing and integrating context and problem based learning (C/PBL) activities into a physical science programme, highlighting potential challenges as well as aspects of good practice. The session will include examples of C/PBL activities developed at Leicester as well as a short problem for participants to engage with. The session will conclude with a brief discussion of the impact that C/PBL has had on the student experience at Leicester. 

Relevant UK PSF Areas
· A1: Design and plan learning activities and/or programmes of study
· K2: The appropriate methods for teaching and learning in the subject area and at the level of the academic programme
· V3: Use evidence-informed approaches and the outcomes from research, scholarship and continuing professional development
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